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WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND INJURY MANAGEMENT ACT REVIEW —  
DECEASED WORKERS 

135. MR S.J. PRICE to the Minister for Commerce and Industrial Relations: 
I refer to the review into the Workers’ Compensation and Injury Management Act 1981. How is this government 
responding to look after families of deceased workers, and why was action not taken sooner? 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
I thank the member for Forrestfield for the question. We all know that he is a strong advocate for working 
people, which contrasts with members opposite who do not care for working people. 

In 2010, there was a legislative review of the Workers Compensation and Injury Management Act. In 2013, 
WorkCover released a discussion paper that the former minister tabled in the upper house in 2014. What 
happened then, member for Forrestfield? Nothing! Nothing happened with recommendations to improve benefits 
for working people in this state. This government has acted on those recommendations and we are increasing the 
benefits available to the family of deceased workers in this state from $304 000 to over half a million dollars, 
and we are increasing the benefit for dependent children from $58.10 a week to $133 a week. We are also fixing 
the defective definition of “de facto” in this legislation that was ignored by the previous government. It is now 
94 days since the election and we are acting on these issues. 

I draw the attention of members to the fact that last year there was a death on a work site on Adelaide Terrace. 
A 27-year-old German woman fell 13 floors because she was allowed by her employer to work without a safety 
harness. The death of that unfortunate German backpacker who had no specific training for the industry has not 
been properly compensated because the former government did not take action when it accepted the 
recommendation to act in 2014. I also point out that there were two fatalities in East Perth in November 2015. 
Two Irish workers on a building site were crushed by a falling concrete panel. The de facto partner of one of 
those workers did not qualify as a dependent spouse by a matter of days under the archaic legislation that the 
former government took no action to repair. In 2014, the then government was told that if it wanted to protect 
working people, it must take this action. After an extensive four-year process that included employers, insurance 
companies, unions and other people in the industry, the government was recommended to act—and for three 
years it did nothing. Those individual people have suffered directly because of the lack of care from that former 
minister and those members opposite. Those members have to bear that cross for the rest of their lives. If they 
had acted as they were told they should have, those workers’ families would have been more adequately 
compensated. No amount of money can ever compensate a person for the death of a loved one in these sorts of 
tragic circumstances in which builders allow a German backpacker to work without safety equipment or other 
temporary entrants into the country to have lunch in an unsafe environment. That is exactly what happened in the 
case of those two accidents, and you, members opposite, are responsible for that. The de facto partner of 
a worker who was killed has received no compensation because members opposite did not act or do their job. 
I have no idea what the former Minister for Commerce was doing, but he was not doing his job. Three years ago 
he received that recommendation following extensive consultation with the agreement of employers and 
insurers; everybody agreed to it. It took the Labor government under the leadership of the current Premier to act 
on this matter, and I am proud to be the minister responsible for those actions. 
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